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PRD - H-GAC TIP Call Nomination Port Regional Connector

Summary:

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA
COUNCIL FOR THE FUNDING OF THE PORT REGIONAL CONNECTOR GREENWAY HIKE AND BIKE PROJECT
THROUGH THE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM CALL FOR PROJECTS (THE "GRANT"); DECLARING
THE CITY'S ELIGIBILITY FOR SUCH GRANT; AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF THE HOUSTON PARKS AND
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (‘DIRECTOR"} TO ACT AS THE CITY'S REPRESENTATIVE IN THE APPLICATION
PROCESS; AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE GRANT AND EXPEND THE GRANT FUNDS, AS AWARDED,
AND TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT ALL SUBSEQUENT AWARDS, |F ANY, PERTAINING TO THE GRANT, CONTAINING
PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE SUBJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Background:
The Houston Parks and Recraation Department (HPARD) requests Council approval to apply for, accept, and expend grant funds for

the Port Regional Connecior Greenway hike and bike project to improve multi-modal transportation accessibility, connectivity, and
safety through the East End of Houston.

The Houston-Galveston Area Council is seeking grant applications for the funding of transportation projects within the eight-county
transportation management area, which Includes the City of Houston. The 2048 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Call for
Projects wilt commit federal and state funds allocated to the region to implement roadway, transit, and alternative mode projects over the
next 10 years. Projects selected for funding are eligible for reimbursement of up to 80% of eligible design and construction costs.

TIP applications are due on Qctober 31, 2018 and awards are anticipated 1o be announced in Spring 2019,

Through grants from the Housfon Endowment, the Houston Parks Board (HPB) conducted studies to expand the success of Bayou
Greenways 2020 and further connect Houstonians to parks, schools, jobs, and each other. Beyond the Bayous identifies a new system
of regional connector greenways to link the Bayou Greenways utilizing CenterPoint transmission corridors, secondary waterways, and
under-utilized right-of-ways. This broader system of greenways can serve as the framework for alternative, active transportation projects
under H-GAC's 2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). To establish that framework, HPB will submit the overall Beyond the Bayous
regional connector system and two sub-components — Liffle White Oak Greenway and West Side/Mdesipark Conneclor - for approval within the
RTP.

Faor near term implementation, HPARD and HFPB propase to build on the Sims Bayou Greenway by extending southwest from Old
Galveston Road through F.M. Law Park to MLK Blvd, linking south from Houston Botanic Garden to Hobby Airport, and north to Brays
Bayou Greenway at Mason Park, and then to Buffalo Bayou at the Port of Houston. The proposed Port Regional Connector
Greenway will improve multi-modal connectivity by adding 11.8 miles of hike and bike trails linking several largely low income and minority
neighborhoods to the Bayou frails, improving access to jobs, education, and recreation. The project includes a new bridge over Buffaloe
Bayau from Hidalgo Park to Port of Houstaon property, dedicated bike paths along Navigation, new greenways through the East End, a new
trail alongside Old Galveston Road, and a new bridge across Sims Bayou to a new gresnway along a flood control channel south to Hobby
Airport.

HPARD is requesting grant funds in the amount of $35,322,215. The required local match Is $8,977,483. A portion ($6 million) of the
required local match will come from Bayou Greenways 2020 park bond funds to be appropriated for the Sims Bayou Greenway. The
balance ($2,977,483) will come fram private funding raised by the Houston Parks Board. If the project is selected for TIP funding, an
interlocal agreement will be brought before Councl far the commitment of matching funds, cost overruns, and project maintenance.

Director's §ig‘ nature;

N

Steve Wright, Director
Houston Parks and Recreation Department

Fiscal Note:
No Fiscal Note is required on grant items.



Prior Col
Not applicable

Amount of Funding:

Federal Government Grant Fund 5000 $35,322,215.00
Parks Consolidated Construction Fund 4502 (To be appropriated later for Bayou $6.000.000.00
Greenways 2020) e
Houston Parks Board Private Funds $2,977,483.00
Total Estimated Grant Project $ 44,299,698.00
Contact Information:

Luci Correa

Phaone: 832-395-7057
Email: L.uci.Carea@houstontx.gof



