TO: Mayor via City Secretary REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

SUBJECT: An ordinance authorizing and approving a grant application to Category Page Agenda
and an award from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services #9 10f1 Item
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to support navigators in federally- #
facilitated marketplaces
FROM (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date Agenda Date
Houston Department of Health and Human Services 9122114

-
DIRECTOR’S S!GNATUREW W Council District affected: All
For additional information contact: Kathy Barton Date and identification of prior authorizing
Telephone: 832-393-5045; 713-826-5801 Council action:

RECOMMENDATION: (Summary)
Approval of an ordinance authorizing and approving a grant application to and an award from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to support
navigators in federally-facilitated marketplaces

Amount of Funding: Total Grant Award: $1,830,064.00 — Federal Fund 5000 Finance Department:

SOURCE OF FUNDING: [ ] General Fund [ ] Grant Fund [ ]Enterprise Fund [ ] Other ( Specify) -

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION:

The Houston Department of Health and Human Services (HDHHS) requests City Council approval of a grant application
to and an award from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
to support navigators in federally-facilitated marketplaces. The project period is September 1, 2014 through August 31,
2015 in the amount of $1,830,064.00.

HDHHS also requests that City Council authorize the Mayor to execute the original contract, and authorize the Director or
his designee to act as the City's representative with the authority to apply for, accept and expend the grant and all
subsequent supplemental awards and to sign and extend the term, not to exceed five years, of any subsequent awards, if
any.

The Houston Expansion of ACA Participation Project will support enroliment for and purchasing of insurance by providing
outreach, education and assistance with understanding options for health insurance for uninsured eligible individuals and
families in Houston/Harris County, Texas, especially those that will be challenged in accessing or understanding the
internet based Health Insurance Marketplace. HDHHS will serve as the lead agency as well as the consortium lead for
this project.

The project goals are to:

1) Target 15 high-risk zip codes with the highest percentages of uninsured in Houston/Harris County
2) Reach 400,000 persons through outreach activities

3) Assist 100,000 persons through face-to-face encounters.

HDHHS facilities (11 multi-service areas, 4 health centers and 14 WIC offices) are located in or near the target areas and
will serve as primary hubs for outreach and educational activities. Funds will be used to hire and train 24 Navigators to
provide services per federal guidelines and to use outreach strategies that have been successful in similar settings.
Particular attention to provide culturally and linguistically appropriate services to Houston/Harris County's diverse groups
will be in place.
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