REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
TO: Mayor via City Secretary

‘Subject: Category # | Page 10f 1 | Agenda
Approve an Ordinance appropriating $23,785.15 from the FY2016 Item
Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund for capital equipment to 4

be used by the Houston Fire Department. (WBS# X-120014)

From: (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date Agenda Date
Rodney West
Interim Fire Chief
Fire Department

DIRECTOR;,SIGNATURE ) Council District(s) Affected: All
For additional inforfhation contact: - Date and Identification of prior authorizing

Council Action:
Andrew Mailhes Phone; 832-394-6719

| RECOMMENDATION: (Summary)
The Houston Fire Department recommends that City Council adopt an ordinance appropriating $23,785.15
from the FY2016 Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund for purchase of capital equipment to be used by
the Houston Fire Department.

Amount and Source of Funding: | Finance Budget

$23,785.15 Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund (1800)

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION:

The Fire Chief recommends that City Council adopt an Ordinance authorizing the appropriation of $23,785.15
from the FY2016 Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund for the purchase of capital equipment items for
HFD as approved in the FY20186 Equipment Acquisition Plan. The Appropriation ordinance is required to
provide funding for the purchase of capital equipment by utilizing current City contract agreements or to issue
a purchase order for purchases under $50,000.00.

Valcom Paging System: HFD is purchasing and integrating Vaicom system with Voice-over-IP (VOIP) system at 16 fire
stations to improve staff response to onsite emef‘gencies. The old fire station phone system provided overhead paging
for the purposes of notifying staff of calls, visitors, staff member emergencies and walk-in patients. The City upgraded
the Fire Department’s phone systems to Voice-over-IP (VOIP) but did not provide a paging component. Now the sites
have no way to alert staff of onsite emergencies or calls, risking the delay of assistance in administering patient care.
The Valcom paging system will integrate with the current VOIP system to provide this service.
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