City of Houston Ordinance No. 2015-

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CITY OF HOUSTON ELECTION
PRECINCTS AND DESIGNATING POLLING PLACES FOR THE CITY OF HOUSTON
RUNOFF ELECTION TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 12, 2015; CONTAINING
FINDINGS AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

* * * *

WHEREAS, by orders entered on their respective minutes, the Commissioners'
Courts of Harris, Fort Bend and Montgomery Counties (hereinafter referred to as
"Commissioners' Courts") have provided for the division of those counties into
convenient election precincts, each of which is differently numbered and described by
natural or artificial boundaries or survey lines; and

WHEREAS, the City of Houston anticipates entering or has entered into election
agreements with Harris County on behalf of City of Houston voters in both Harris and
Montgomery Counties and Fort Bend County for election services for the use of those
counties’ voting equipment and voting locations for the City's Runoff Election
("Election") to be held on December 12, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the City of Houston, pursuant to chapter 43 of the Texas Election
Code, desires to designate a polling place for each of its established precincts for the
Election to be held December 12, 2015; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS:

Section 1. The City Council hereby establishes the City of Houston election
precincts for the Election as follows:

(@)  Each Harris, Fort Bend or Montgomery County Election precinct that lies
wholly within the corporate limits of the City of Houston shall be a City of Houston
Election Precinct with the same number and identical boundaries as established by the
appropriate order of a Commissioners' Court. Reference to all such orders is hereby

made for all purposes.



(b)  That portion of each Harris, Fort Bend or Montgomery County election
precinct that lies partly within and partly without the corporate limits of the City of
Houston shall constitute a City of Houston Election Precinct with the same number and
the identical boundaries (excluding that portion not within the corporate limits of the City
of Houston) as established by the appropriate order of a Commissioners' Court.
Reference to all such orders is hereby made for all purposes.

Section 2. The City Council hereby establishes the combinations of Harris
County Election voting precincts reflected in the attached Exhibit A for City of Houston
voters in Harris County for the Election to bear the City of Houston Election Precinct
number so indicated which shall be identical to the Harris County Election Precinct
number, and, as so combined, with the identical boundaries (excluding that portion not
within the corporate limits of the City of Houston) as established by the appropriate
order of the Harris County Commissioners' Court.

The City Council also adopts the county wide polling places for Fort Bend County
that are reflected in the attached Exhibit A for City of Houston voters in Fort Bend
County for the Election as established by appropriate order of the Fort Bend County
Commissioners’ Court.

The City Council further adopts the consolidation of Montgomery County
precincts reflected in the attached Exhibit A for City of Houston voters in Montgomery
County for the Election to bear the City of Houston Election Precinct number so
indicated and identical to the Montgomery County Election Precinct designation and, as

so consolidated, with the identical boundaries (excluding that portion not within the



corporate limits of the City of Houston) as established by appropriate order of the
Montgomery County Commissioners' Court.

Section 3. The polling places for each City of Houston Election Precinct, as
established by this Ordinance, are those designated on the attached Exhibit A.

Section 4. In the case of one or more of the precincts established in the
attached Exhibit A for which the polling place is shown as "To be determined," the
Mayor shall be authorized from time to time, to designate a polling place or places,
giving such notice as the mayor deems sufficient. In the event the Mayor shall, from
time to time, find that one or more of the polling places designated by this Ordinance
have become unavailable or unsuitable for use at the Election, the mayor is hereby
authorized to designate, in writing, substitute polling places, giving such notice as she
deems sufficient. In the further event that one or more precincts including territory of
the City of Houston are not included in the list set out in Exhibit A attached, the Mayor is
authorized to designate, in writing, a polling place location for that precinct, the final
decision of which shall be the Mayor's, as if the precincts were set out in Exhibit A.

Section 5. For purposes of the Election, in accordance with Section 4.003 of
the Texas Election Code, the City Secretary is directed to publish this Ordinance or
other acceptable notice and any additional or substitute designations of polling places
or changes in precinct combinations one time in a newspaper of general circulation
published in the City of Houston, not earlier than the 30th day or later than the 10th day
before the date of the Election. Also, for purposes of the Election, a copy hereof shall

be officially filed in the office of the City Secretary and an additional copy of this



Ordinance and additional designations shail be posted by the City Secretary in
accordance with Section 4.003(b), Texas Election Code, on the bulletin board used for
posting notices of the meetings of the City Council. After publication, a copy of all
notices, as published, shall be filed in the office of the City Secretary together with the
name of the newspaper in which they were published and a statement of the dates of
publication.  All notices shall be published in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, and
Chinese in accordance with applicable federal or state law.

Section 6. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such confiict only.

Section 7. If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of
this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances is
for any reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining
portions of this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances
shall not be affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this
Ordinance that no portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall
become inoperative or fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of
any other portion hereof, and all provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be
severable for that purpose.

Section 8. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares
that a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the
City Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City

for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings



Act, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the
public as required by law at all times during which this Ordinance and the subject matter
thereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council
further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting
thereof.

Section 9. There exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be
passed finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor;
therefore, this Ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall take effect

immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of , 2015.

APPROVED this ___ day of , 2015,

Mayor of the City of Houston

City Secretary

995 C
Prepared by Legal Dept. % a%ﬁ '

JWG:jmb Z ﬁ?ﬁan ity Attornéy”
Requested by Anna Russell, Zity ‘Secret
L.D. File No. 0231500016001
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