TO: Mayor via City Secretary REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

SUBJECT: Category Page Agenda Item
Annual Membership Renewal in the Houston-Galveston Area Council # 1 of #
FROM (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date Agenda Date
Christopher Newport, Chief of Staff
Mayor's Office
DIRECTOR'S ?’}fTURE: f E Council District affected: All

- 7
For additional information confct: Date and identification of prior authorizing
Christopher Newport hone: (832) 393-1050 Council action:

RECOMMENDATION: (Summary) Adopt motion approving renewal of membership in the Houston-Galveston Area
Council.

Amount of Funding: $83,978.00 Finance Budget:

SOURCE OF FUNDING: [X ] General Fund [] Grant Fund [ ] Enterprise Fund

[ ] Other (Specify)

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION:

The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) was organized in 1966 by local leaders from Brazoria,
Galveston and Harris counties and the cities of Galveston and Houston. H-GAC now covers a 13-county
region made up of Austin, Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Matagorda,
Montgomery, Walker, Waller, and Wharton counties. H-GAC provides opportunities for local elected officials
to work together to resolve significant public issues. The City of Houston has numerous appointments held by
elected officials and City staff to various committees and the Board of Directors covering issues such as
transportation, criminal justice, homeland security, economic development and the environment.

H-GAC is an important funding resource for Houston. As a state Metropolitan Planning Organization, H-GAC
passes through important federal and state grants to the City of Houston. Examples of pass-through grants
include: Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) funding of $46,358,668 for various construction projects in
Houston; $128,124 for the Houston Police Department; $142,100.97 for Homeland Security; and $78,209.00
for the Houston Municipal Courts Juvenile Case Manager Program. The City of Houston also benefits from
participating in H-GAC's cooperative purchasing program, saving millions of dollars in the purchase of
vehicles, fire trucks, ambulances, radios and construction equipment.

Local government dues, state appropriations, and state and federal grants and contracts finance H-GAC
activities to fulfill its mission to: (1) promote efficient and accountable use of local, state, and federal dollars,
(2) serve as a problem-solving and information forum for local governments and (3) help local governments,
business, and civic organizations analyze trends and conditions affecting the area. Annual renewal for H-GAC

membership in the amount of $83,978.00 is calculated using the City of Houston’s population from the 2010
Census. The dues amount remains the same as last year.

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION

Finance Director: Other Authorization: Other Authorization:




