REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
TO: Mayor via City Secretary

Subject: Motion to adopt the Houston Parks and Recreation Page 1 of 1 Agenda Item
Department Parks Master Plan Phase i

FROM (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date: | Agenda Date
September 11, 2015
Houston Parks and Recreation Department

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE: Council District(s) affected:

All
= / W Joe Turner, Director

For adglitional information contact: Date and Identification of prior authorizing
Luci Correa 832-395-7057 Council Action:
luci.correa@houstontx.gov April 2, 2008

Motion 2008-0230

RECOMMENDATION:
Approve a motion to adopt the Houston Parks and Recreation Department Parks Master Plan Phase I

Amount and Source of Funding: No funding required Finance Budget:

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION:

The proposed Parks Master Plan Phase |l is an expansion of the current Parks Master Plan adopted by City Council in April
2008 {Motion 2008-0230). The Parks Master Plan is revisited every 5 - 7 years to evaluate and make recommendations based
on existing conditions, data analysis, and public input. The proposed 2015 Parks Master Plan Phase Il is the result of a two
year assessment of the City’s park system by individual Park Sectors developed through the Parks and Open Space Ordinance
(2007-1141), which divided the City into 21 Park Sectors. The Park Sectors were reviewed and assessed separately to create
the individual Park Sector plans which comprise the complete 2015 Parks Master Plan Phase Il. This plan will become a part
of the City’s General Plan.

As part of the community input process, Houston Parks and Recreation Department (HPARD) staff provided information and
solicited comments at 28 CIP meetings in 2014 and 2015 and attended various community events. HPARD also solicited input
through an online survey in Spring 2014, and to complement the online survey, Rice University’s Center for Civic Leadership
student team collected over 400 in-person surveys at City parks. Public outreach was conducted via the HPARD website,
CitizensNet, TV, Radio, Facebook, and Twitter. To complete the public input process, HPARD hosted a presentation of the
planning methodology and findings on June 22, 2015, at The Museum of Fine Arts Houston Brown Auditorium, followed by a
30 day public comment period.

HPARD partnered with The Trust for Public Land, Rice University Center for Civic Leadership, Rice University Center Shell
Center for Sustainability, Houston-Galveston Area Council, Houston Planning and Development Department, Houston Health
Department, Houston Housing and Community Development Department and Houston Parks Board to gather and analyze
data to support the Parks Master Plan Phase |I.

The purpose of the Parks Master Plan is to serve as a decision-making guide for expanding and improving the parks system,
to provide equitable distribution of park space for all communities and to provide parks and green spaces for citizens within
a half mile or within a ten minute walk from their residence. The public input process for the Parks Master Plan Phase |l was
presented to the City Council Quality of Life Committee on May 14, 2015, and a summary of the final draft of the Plan was
presented to the Quality of Life Committee on August 26, 2015.

The proposed Parks Master Plan Phase Il is available for review at http://www.houstontx.gov/parks.
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