Mayor via City Secretary REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

SUBJECT: An ordinance approving and authorizing the grant application | Category Page Agenda
to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers i 1of 1 Item
for Disease Control for the City's HIV Prevention Activities Reducing HIV #
Infections and Improve Engagement in HIV Medical Care among Men
Who Have Sex With men (MSM) and Transgender Persons.

FROM (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date Agenda Date
Stephen L. Williams, M.Ed., M.P.A. 9/18/2015

Director-Houston Department of Health and Human Services

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE: L Council District affected: ALL

For additional information contact: Date and identification of prior authorizing

Council action -

Kathy Barton - Telephone: 832-393-5045 ; 713-826-5801

RECOMMENDATION: (Summary)

An ordinance approving and authorizing the grant application to the United States Department of Health and
Human Services, Centers for Disease Control for the City's HIV Prevention Activities Reducing HIV Infections
and Improve Engagement in HIV Medical Care among Men Who Have Sex With men (MSM) and Transgender

Parsons.

Total Amount of Grant Funding - $4,500,000.00 Finance:
Grant Fund - Fund 5000

SOURCE OF FUNDING: [ ] General Fund [ X ] Grant Fund [ ]Enterprise Fund [ ] Other ( Specify)

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION:

The Houston Health Department (HHD) requests City Council approval of a grant between the City of Houston and the
United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control for the City's HIV Prevention
Activities Reducing HIV Infections and Improve Engagement in HIV Medical Care among Men Who Have Sex With men
(MSM) and Transgender Persons. The grant period is 9/30/2015 through 9/29/2016.

Harris County spans over 1700 square miles and contributes 92% of both new HIV diagnoses and persons living with HIV
(PLWH) in the Houston Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA). At the end of 2013, there were an estimated 22,337 people
living with HIV in Houston/Harris County. The rate of new diagnoses and PLWH is higher in Houston/Harris County than
in the Houston EMA, state of Texas, and the United States overall.

With an inadequate population-based surveillance estimate of HIV among transgender Houstonians, the Houston Health
Department looks to other sources of evidence of the burden among this population. As of 2010, the surveillance system
only captured 29 transgender persons living with HIV in Houston/Harris County. However, Ryan White served 68
transgender clients in 2011. This discrepancy in surveilance was identified by a study conducted specifically among this
population. In 2012, 135 transgender or gender non-conforming people living with HIV participated in a study of access to
HiV care.

The purpose of this project is to prioritize MSM and transgender persens at high risk for HIV infection, particularly
persons of color, by implementing new strategies that will reduce HIV transmission in Houston/Harris County.

HHD also requests City Council to authorized the Director or his designee to act as the City's representative in the
application process with the authority to apply for, accept and expend the grant funds, as awarded, and to apply for and
accept and expend all subsequent awards, and authorize the Mayor to execute all related contracts, agreements and
documents with the approval of the City Attorney in connection with the grant..
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