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Background:
Sole Source for S38-N32599 - Approve a Sole Source purchase from Dataminr, Inc. in the total amount of $108,000.00 for
access to the First Alert web-based software for Public Safety and Homeland Security on behalf of the Houston Police
Department.
 
SPECIFIC EXPLANATION:
The Director of Public Safety and Homeland Security and the Chief Procurement Officer recommend that City Council approve a sole
source purchase from Dataminr, Inc. in the total amount of $108,000.00 for access to the web-based software First Alert, and that
authorization be given to issue a purchase order.
 
The First Alert platform will be used by the Houston Regional Intelligence Service Center (HRISC) and will provide a unique,
customizable incident detection and alerting functionality that is easily configurable to support the informational needs of the Houston
Police Department (HPD).   This web-based software will also allow HPD to enhance situational awareness and provide real-time alerts
for criminal, homeland security, and cyber security purposes on all social media platforms.
 
This recommendation is made pursuant to subsection 252.022(a)(7) of the Texas Local Government Code, which provides that "a
procurement of items that are available from only one source" is exempt from the competitive requirements for purchases.
 
MWBE Participation:
M/WBE Zero Percentage Goal document approved by the Office of Business Opportunity.
 
Hire Houston First:
This procurement is exempt from the City’s Hire Houston First ordinance.  It does not apply to this procurement, because it involves the
use of federal funds and is subject to specific procurement rules of the federal government.
 
Fiscal Note:
No Fiscal Note is required on grant items.
 
 
__________________________________                           ___________________________
Jedediah Greenfield, Chief Procurement Officer                Department Approval Signature
Finance/Strategic Procurement Division
 
 

Estimated Spending Authority

Department FY23 Out Years Total
Public Safety and Homeland
Security

$108,000.00 $0.00 $108,000.00

 

Amount and Source of Funding:
$108,000.00 – Federal State Local - Pass Through Fund (5030)

Contact Information:
 
Lena Farris, Division Manager FIN/SPD (832) 393-8729
Kim House, Division Manager MYR (832)393-0930
Sonya Odat HPD (713)308-1728
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